
2025 - 24th ANNUAL
Bike the Drive is a fundraiser for Active Transportation 
Alliance, a membership-based non-profit advocacy 
organization working to improve conditions for 

walking, biking, and public transit throughout 
Chicagoland.
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EVENT SCHEDULE

8:00AM – 12:30PM | Festival

6:30AM | Official Start
DuSable Lake Shore Drive will open to bicyclists upon police 
approval. Riders are recommended to start by 8am to make 
the most of their ride.

10:30AM | Closures Begin
Bicyclists may no longer enter DuSable Lake Shore Drive at 
Jackson.

10:35AM – 10:45AM | Checkpoints 
Redirected

At 10:35am, riders must be north of Randolph Street or 
south of Roosevelt Road. At 10:45am, riders will be 
redirected to the festival at Oakwood (south) or Fullerton 
(north) checkpoints.

10:45AM – 11:15AM | Rolling Closures
Depending on your location on the route, riders will be 
guided off DuSable Lake Shore Drive onto the Lakefront Trail 
to return to the festival.



Code of Conduct
Active Transportation Alliance (Active Trans) is a non-profit organization that advocates for walking, bicycling and 

public transit to create healthy, sustainable and equitable communities. The contributions of volunteers are 
critical to the advancement of our work. They serve as ambassadors of our mission and depict our values and 

professional standards to the general public. 
As a volunteer for Active Transportation Alliance, I understand that I am subject to a code of ethics. In agreeing to 

serve, I assume certain responsibilities and expect to account for my actions in relation to these expectations. I 
interpret volunteering to mean that I have been accepted as a "partner-in-service" and I expect to do my work 
according to the highest standards. I believe that I have an obligation to the organization; to its staff; to the 
communities it serves; to my fellow volunteers; and to the public. 

Additionally, I understand that the following behaviors are prohibited and may result in my dismissal as a volunteer;
• Abusive language towards a staff member, volunteer or member of the public;
• Possession or use of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs on Active Trans’ property or participating in a volunteer 

activity while under the influence of drugs or alcohol;
• Bringing dangerous or unauthorized materials such as explosives, firearms, weapons or other similar items onto 

Active Trans’ property or to any volunteer activity;
• Discourtesy or rudeness to a fellow participant, staff member or volunteer;
• Harassment or bullying of any kind (verbal, physical, sexual, visual, etc.) toward any individual or group;
• Actual or threatened violence toward any individual or group;

• Conduct endangering the life, safety, health or well-being of others;
• Failing to cooperate with an Active Trans employee, volunteer, or activity host.



Volunteer 
Perks

-The Annual 
Volunteer T-Shirt
-Pancake Breakfast
-Volunteer 
Appreciation Party 
September 4th, 
2025 6pm-8pm



RSVP to the Rooftop Party!
1000 W Fulton Market #4, Chicago, IL 60607

Thursday, September 4, 6pm-8pm



Text BIKETHEDRIVE VOLS to

To receive important info or emergency notices

52886



VOLUNTEER INFOGRAPHICS
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06

WHAT IS MY 
VOLUNTEER JOB 
DESCRIPTION?

WHAT IS THIS EVENT? WHAT SHOULD I BE 
DOING?

EMERGENCY 
PROCEDURES

WHAT SHOULD I SAY TO 
THE RIDERS?

WHERE DO I FIND A 
BATHROOM?

Your provided infographics have information like:
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Emergency CPR Training



FESTIVAL!



All volunteers are required 
to check in and out at the 
VOLUNTEER TENT
Volunteers will be sent the following information 
BEFORE volunteer shift/day of the event:
- Exact location
- Check in time
- Manager contact information/cell phone

Grant Park/Butler Field – Festival Positions
When you check in you will receive your T-shirt 
and breakfast voucher.

Volunteer 
Managers

They’ll be wearing 

orange polos



12:00PM11:30AM 12:30PM

6:30AM 7:00AM 8:00AM

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

Bike the Drive starts with Police “all 
clear” - Cyclists start to the north and 

to the south

Festival breakdown begins Car traffic fully restored to Lake 
Shore Drive

**11:30 - 12:30 pm – Jackson 
remains closed to car traffic between 

Columbus and Lake Shore Drive for 
Bike the Drive Post-Ride Festival

Vendor and Exhibitor Set-up Festival opens!

All streets returned to regular car 
traffic. Festival is closed!



SAFETY AND SECURITY

EAS (Event Alert System – color coded flags) –
used by the Marathon and other major events. 12 
flag systems spread across event & festival. We 

are also implementing airhorns. 3 short blasts will 
alert all to tune into Zello/texts

Security Presence – If you encounter a rowdy or 
unsafe participant you can alert nearby Security or 
ask your manager to call (via Zello) for security



Chris Cakes (Pancake Buffet)
We're excited to have them back for 2025

Instead of a live band

located in the bandshell

LIVE DJ

REGISTRATION AND T-
SHIRT TENT

DAT DONUT
Our donut vendor again this year, for the entire route and Festival!



T-Shirt Voucher that includes the participants 
shirt size. This will be exchanged for Event T-
Shirts (only the first 2,500 that registered are 
eligible for a free shirt, Ultimate Package, 
VIP, & Youth)

RIDER E-TICKET

01

02

03

Instructions for how to attach the rider 
number to participants' handlebars

Rider number tags are cut off and attached to 
participants' bikes
NO ONE SHOULD BE RIDING WITHOUT ONE



T-Shirts, Challenge Medals & Ride Guides can be 
picked up at the Festival ONLY

BIKE THE DRIVE MERCH





HOW CAN WE HAVE THIS MUCH FUN?!

• We’re a community! We’re all here to 
make sure BTD is enjoyable

• If you aren’t sure...ask!
o Rules/Guidelines (ask your 

manager)
o Everyone’s Pronouns 

(he/she/they)
• Lead with kindness to riders. If 

someone isn’t registered encourage 
them to do so. But if they don’t we will 
offer them grace & let them continue.
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WHOA...
I’m totally going to forget this information!

Where can I find it?



Information for each volunteer 
position  Including infographics, 

videos and additional messaging

Website: Active Transportation 
Alliance | Volunteer Resources

VOLUNTEER 
RESOURCE PAGE

https://activetrans.org/about-us/get-involved/volunteer-resources
https://activetrans.org/about-us/get-involved/volunteer-resources


THANK YOU!

Make sure to have fun and ensure our 
participants have fun too!

Stay safe! If you feel ill before the event, 
please alert your Manager ASAP! We'd 
rather have you home and safe!

Questions? Email us at volunteer@activetrans.org



ROUTE 



All volunteers are required to check in and 
out with their Volunteer Manager

Volunteers will be sent the following info BEFORE 
volunteer shift:

1.Exact location
2.Check in time
3.Manager contact information/cell phone

Depending on your position, there are five check-in 
locations 

1. Grant Park/Butler Field- Festival & Ride Marshals
2. Bryn Mawr Rest Stop – Bryn Mawr and DLSD
3. Museum of Science and Industry – 57th Street and 

DLSD 
4. Oakwood Rider Checkpoint – East side of  DLSD at 

Oakwood 
5. Fullerton Rider Checkpoint- East side of DLSD at 

Fullerton

Volunteer 
Managers

They’ll be wearing 

orange polos



10:30AM10:25AM 10:35AM

6:00AM 6:30AM 6:35AM – 10:25AM

ROUTE SCHEDULE

DuSable Lake Shore Drive cleared of 
car traffic by the Chicago Police

Bicycle sweeps dispatched from 
Grant Park/Butler Field 

No rider passes Grant Park/Butler 
Field after this time

Fullerton and Oakwood rider 
checkpoints dismantled 

No rider passes Monroe/DuSable 
Lake Shore Drive after this time

Bicycle sweeps dispatched from 
North & South

Bike the Drive start time with Police 
“all clear” (communicated by radio to 

our Event Manager, Brittany 
Gillespie). Cyclists start to the north 

and to the south

Riders pass through Fullerton and 
Oakwood checkpoints

The last SB riders should pass 
Roosevelt, having headed south from 

Jackson at 10:35 am 

The last NB riders should pass 
Randolph, having headed north from 

Jackson at 10:35 am



11:30AM – 1:00PM

10:45AM 11:15AM 11:30AM – 11:45AM

ROUTE SCHEDULE CONT.

Riders are directed inbound at 
Fullerton and Oakwood

Jackson remains closed to car traffic

Riders will be directed off DuSable 
Lake Shore Drive all along the route

Car traffic fully restored to DuSable 
Lake Shore Drive



SAFETY

EAS (Event Alert System – color coded 
flags)

Used by the Marathon and other major events. 12 flag systems spread across event & festival. 
We are also implementing airhorns. 3 short blasts will alert all to tune into Zello/texts.

Potholes
A safety concern for our riders. Zello a Ride Marshal to mark with spray chalk. If you are able 
to stay near the pothole to warn riders, please do so.

Safety Shelters
We’ve expanded our safety shelters to now include MSI and Soldier Field North Parking 
Garages in addition to Millennium Parking (north side is under DLSD underpasses).

Route Captain Lead & Route Captains
Route Captain Lead will oversee a team of 6 Route Captains. Their primary job is route safety 
and oversight they will work closely with Ride Marshal and Course Marshals

If you see DuSable Lakeshore Drive exit or entrance unmanned or without a vehicle (no police or Traffic 
Management personnel), please use Zello and/or CALL communications tent immediately.



SECURITY

City of Chicago
Snow plows, garbage trucks, camera connectivity to DLSD surveillance, enhanced info about Lakefront Trail 
Usage & safety tips.

Barricades
After the event concludes, if you’re directed to move a barricade, please move it from the public walkways or 
foot paths so it’s not a tripping hazard.

Blue Star Security
We’ve contracted with Blue Star for 8 off-duty officers that can be used as our rapid response team and to 
help fill gaps.



COMMUNICATIONS

ZELLO

Push-To-Talk App

Zello allows seamless communication between route 
positions. We recommend using headphones for 
better audio.

DON'TSDO'S

Be direct

*OTHER FORMS OF 
COMMUNICATIONS

Text Messaging Platform - We will 
more heavily rely on our mass text 
messaging system for participant 

communication such as pre-ride 
reminders and any important day of 
info!

Speak loud and clearly

Listen for emergency info

Install before the event

01

02

03

04

Interrupt others

Ignore requests for you/your team

Use offensive language

Use outside of the event

01

02

03

04









REUNION

Separate form. Used in the event 
that a rider gets separated from 
their group This can happen to 
people of many ages! Please 

remember to be kind and remind 
them that we always unite 

groups back together.

BIKE ID

Only used in the event that a rider 
gets transported off the course 

without their bike. We need to get 
the bike back to the owner.

INCIDENT REPORT

We’ve updated our incident reports 
to be more specific and reflective of 

what info is usually provided and 
what’s needed! We have a digital 
version that will be available via 

Zello on the morning of the event 
Make sure to get the Rider Number 

each time.





T-Shirt Voucher that includes the participants 
shirt size. This will be exchanged for Event T-
Shirts NO EXCEPTIONS

RIDER E-TICKET

01

02

03

Instructions for how to attach the rider 
number to participants' handlebars

Rider number tags are cut off and attached to 
participants' bikes
NO ONE SHOULD BE RIDING WITHOUT ONE



T-Shirts, Challenge Medals & Ride Guides can be 
picked up at the Festival ONLY

BIKE THE DRIVE MERCH



Chris Cakes (Pancake Buffet)
We're excited to have them back for 2025

Instead of a live band

located in the bandshell

LIVE DJ

REGISTRATION AND T-
SHIRT TENT

WASTENOT
Our compost vendor this year, for the entire route and Festival!



HOW CAN WE HAVE THIS MUCH FUN?!

• We’re a community! We’re all here to 
make sure BTD is enjoyable

• If you aren’t sure...ask!
o Rules/Guidelines (ask your 

manager)
o Everyone’s Pronouns 

(he/she/they)
• Lead with kindness to riders. If 

someone isn’t registered encourage 
them to do so. But if they don’t we will 
offer them grace & let them continue.
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WHAT'S 
NEXT?
Please take some time to review the materials we've 
provided including your job specific infographic



WHOA...
I’m totally going to forget this information!

Where can I find it?



Information for each volunteer 
position  Including infographics, 

videos and additional messaging

Website: Active Transportation 
Alliance | Volunteer Resources

VOLUNTEER 
RESOURCE PAGE

https://activetrans.org/about-us/get-involved/volunteer-resources
https://activetrans.org/about-us/get-involved/volunteer-resources


THANK YOU!

Make sure to have fun and ensure our 
participants have fun too!

Stay safe! If you feel ill before the event, 
please alert your Manager ASAP! We'd 
rather have you home and safe!

Questions? Email us at volunteer@activetrans.org
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