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Dear Supporters,

As the Executive Director of the only sustainable transportation advocacy organization
focused on the Chicago region, it's my delight to invite you to take a brief tour of the work
we’'ve been doing to cultivate healthy, sustainable, and equitable communities where
walking, biking, and public transit flourish.

2022 and 2023 were years of unprecedented progress for our movement. Dozens of
major infrastructure projects across the region created safe places for people

to walk and bike where they did not exist before. We now have more concrete protected
bike lanes, pedestrian bump outs and islands, and easy trail connections. Illinois and
Chicago passed bold new laws that put us on the path towards a more sustainable and
equitable transportation system. Chicago and our whole region stand out as one of the
few places in the country that saw at least a 50 percent increase in cycling since 2019.

We flexed our collective muscles and made walking, biking, and transit issues in the
2023 Chicago municipal elections. We put forth a bold vision for not only saving our
transit system, but making it thrive. We showed up at public meetings, hearings, open
houses, workshops, charettes, and on Zoom to fight for our shared vision of safe streets
for all. And through it all, we created new and exciting opportunities for our members,
supporters, and partner organizations to strive for our vision of a thriving region
abundant with walking, bicycling, and public transit.

Here's to the past that inspires us, the present that unites us, and the future that
beckons us onward—together.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Amy Rynell

Executive Director

Active Transportation Alliance ACTIVE
TRANSPORTATION
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Advocacy by the numbers
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We made walking, biking, and transit key issues in the
2023 Chicago municipal election.

Here's how we did it:

We sought input from an array of partner organizations on developing an election platform
focused on improving sustainable transportation. In partnership with the Transportation
Equity Network, we hosted a half-dozen listening sessions with community-based
organizations around the city to develop the platform.

We used the platform as the basis for a
candidate questionnaire and asked each
candidate for city council and mayor to
complete it.

After Brandon Johnson was elected, the new mayoral administration invited
Active Transportation Alliance to participate in a committee to develop the
administration’s priorities around transportation. Alongside several other
partner organizations, we were successful in getting our platform priorities
adopted in the final transition report. The priorities included lowering speed

limits, investing in dedicated bus lanes, and creating a connected and protected
bike network.




Safe and easy optlons for walking and biking
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A protected and connected bike network

After several years of asking for solid infrastructure to keep people safe while using
protected bike lanes, it was a big win when the City of Chicago announced plans to use
concrete curbs for protected bike lanes and upgrade all existing protected bike lanes
with new concrete curbs.

The announcement came after years of grassroots advocacy calling for more robust
barriers for Chicago’s bike lanes, as well as recent mobilization efforts in response
to a devastating string of fatal crashes, including four that tragically took the lives of
children.

Along with the commitment to a more robust type of protection for people biking, the city
also saw a dramatic increase in the number of protected bike lanes and off-street trails.
The Chicago Department of Transportation installed or upgraded more than 18 miles

of protected bike lanes in 2023, building on more 25 miles in 2022. This progress was
largely made possible by the Chicago Works capital program, which, thanks to our local
campaign, included unprecedented local funding for walking and biking infrastructure.



Advocacy in action

We must learn from fatal crashes

When fatal crashes occur on Chicago streets, survivors and advocates will now have more
information they can use to address the underlying unsafe conditions. Active Transportation
Alliance successfully lobbied Chicago City Council to pass an ordinance that requires a detailed
investigation after a fatal crash to identify contributing factors.

Support for tomorrow’s leaders

e OQur bi-monthly suburban and city advocacy video chats enable our members and supporters
to stay connected to the latest developments in our campaigns and learn about ways to
get involved.

* We launched a new leadership development program to support on-the-ground action across
the region. Training sessions are available online and in person.

* To help trail projects in the region move forward and encourage residents to get involved, we held a series
of webinars featuring updates about trail progress in the city and suburbs. As a result, more than a dozen
local trails projects have been in featured in webinars and on the organization’s blog.

Speed cameras threshold remains

The epidemic of speeding on our streets is taking a rising toll on the lives of Chicagoans
and is disproportionately impacting Black and Brown residents on the South and West
Sides. In fact, speeding is the most common factor in serious and fatal crashes. Even small
reductions in speed — just five miles per hour — greatly increases the likelihood of a victim
surviving a crash.

When an ordinance was proposed in Chicago City Council to raise the speed camera
ticketing threshold near parks and schools, we joined forces with other safety advocates

to fight back. We waged a campaign to educate key city council members about the safety
benefits of maintaining the current speed threshold. The proposed ordinance, which
would have made it legal to exceed the speed limit by 10 mph, was successfully defeated
by a majority of council members.




Better trails, a better region

In the past couple of years, we've been hard at work making sure trails are not just
maintained but are expanded and connected to one another.

Here are some of the projects we've been working on:

® As the effort to extend the Old Plank Road Trail to the Pennsy Greenway in Indiana
picks up speed, we've been leading community engagement for the project.

* We've closely partnered with Cook County as it makes critical improvements to
the Des Plaines River Trail and works to extend the trail to the Salt Creek Trail.

* An $800,000 federal grant was secured for developing the Lake Calumet Trail,
thanks largely to our efforts.

* We contributed to the City of Chicago’s vision map for trails, which aims to
add 48 miles of new trails to an existing 79-mile network.

* We've been working with advocates leading trail development work on projects like the
East Branch DuPage River Trail and extending the North Channel Trail in Evanston.

Photo: Steven Gross



A roadmap for improving transit

Sounding the alarms about a fiscal cliff

While transit ridership is on the rebound from pandemic lows, service is not meeting
rider needs. Even more troubling, the system is heading toward a significant fiscal cliff.
In short, we're at a very challenging crossroads with public transportation in the region.
If no action is taken, the agencies will be faced with difficult choices to cut service,
raise fares, or both.

In response to this crisis, Active Transportation Alliance co-led a process alongside
public officials to develop long-term solutions to transit funding and governance.
These recommendations will now be taken up by the Illinois General Assembly as
our campaign to save transit moves into its next phase.
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The Red Line Extension takes big steps forward

After many years of inaction, plans to extend the CTA
Red Line made significant strides in 2022 and 2023.
The city’s major north-south L line is now on track

to extend to the southernmost neighborhoods and
fulfill a decades-old promise. A key hurdle for moving
ahead was cleared in 2022 when Chicago City Council
approved a “transit TIF,” which provides the match
funding needed to unlock the investments from federal
sources. And the federal investment came the following
year when the federal government announced a

$2 billion grant for the project. The 5.6-mile extension
will begin at 95th Street and head south to 130th Street,
allowing access to four new stations along the way.




Let’s get serious about bus lanes

After years of planning and study, CTA and CDOT released a plan that
highlights opportunities for making buses faster and easier to use along key
bus corridors. Active Transportation Alliance has been engaged throughout
the process of developing the Better Streets for Buses Plan. Now we're
working with partners in the Transportation Equity Network to prepare.

Encouraging CTA to step up to its challenges

As most transit riders in Chicago know, our transit system has serious reliability
problems. There is little transparency and accountability from the agency while
it struggles to meet the demand for staffing and better service.

Here are some of the ways Active Transportation Alliance has been working to
create a better transit system in Chicago.

* We've been part of a coalition that has held press conferences and rallies,
while working with alderpeople to generate greater visibility for the serious
issues currently afflicting our transit system.

* We successfully pushed CTA to be more transparent by incorporating more
data and statistics in its Meeting the Moment Scorecard.

* We impelled CTA to hold additional trainings for rail operators in 2024 to meet
demand and restore service levels.

Equitable transit-oriented development takes root

In 2022, Chicago City Council passed landmark legislation to promote more development
near transit within the city’s South and West Side neighborhoods. The legislation, which
Active Transportation Alliance helped gather support for and push across the finish line,
intends to transform low-income neighborhoods into thriving, dynamic areas by investing
in affordable housing and businesses around public transportation. Known as equitable
transit-oriented development (ETOD]), the ordinance will improve safety for pedestrians and
other road users while also capping the amount of required on-site parking in new residential
developments at one spot per two units. In the long term, the legislation will serve as an
important step in connecting residents to jobs, schools, services, and recreation without cars.




Our impact goes beyond the Chicago region

New state laws promote safer travel for everyone

Many of the most dangerous roads for people walking or biking in our region fall under the
jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of Transportation. Until this year, state law mandated
that all intersections on IDOT roads must accommodate turning for the largest trucks on the
road. That means building bigger intersections that enable dangerous driving. Accommodating
the largest trucks also meant that there was no space at intersections for building meaningful
protection for people walking and biking like pedestrian islands and sidewalk bumpouts. We
started the process for removing this requirement, allowing communities across the state to
put the safety of people walking and biking first when designing intersections on state roads.

A-l,l'/,.

Road deaths are preventable

The State of Illinois mandated the creation of a task force that will
create a set of policy recommendations to eliminate traffic fatalities
in the state. Active Transportation Alliance worked with champions
in the Illinois General Assembly to pass the bill that brings together
government officials, advocates, and other stake holders and deliver
a report by the end of 2024.

We mobilized around Illinois’ first-ever Active Transportation Plan

As IDOT began developing its statewide plan for improving walking and biking,
we rallied together 69 organizations and municipalities that expressed their
support for a series of recommended policies and programs for the plan. Policy
and program recommendations addressed funding, staffing, education, speed
limits, maintenance, and street design. We believe these recommendations will
set the state up for success in improving active transportation options and safety
for all.
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Turning the tide on emissions with good state policy

Here are some of the steps we've made at the state level toward
policies that reduce greenhouse gases in Illinois:

* We've been working with Illinois” leading environmental
organizations and coalitions to make active transportation
advocacy squarely as one of their priorities.

e|n partnership with the Metropolitan Mayor’s Caucus and the
Metropolitan Planning Council, we hosted an event series to
cultivate municipal champions to support pedestrian/biking
investments.

* We used public testimony, media attention, and letter writing to
pressure our metropolitan planning organization to look more
closely at the harm caused by roadway expansion.

Big jump in state funding for walking and biking

Thanks to efforts of the Active Transportation Alliance, one of the most
important state funding sources for walking and biking improvements
awarded its largest annual amount ever in 2022. The funding source —
called the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program — dedicated
$125 million for eligible projects like biking and walking paths, trails,
streetscape beautification work, and other improvements.

The increase came about thanks to a statewide campaign led by Active
Transportation Alliance during the 2018 election cycle. We also provided
a variety of technical assistance to help communities successfully apply
for these funds.
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Donors and Corporate Sponsors

25,000+

F.K. Day*

Stan and Dana Day*
Divvy

Fifth Third Bank
Wend I, Inc.

Richard H. Driehaus
Foundation

Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation
President’s Grant
Fund at the Princeton
Area Community
Foundation

SRAM

The Mobility Fund -
a project of Global
Philanthropy
Partnership

TransitCenter

$10,000-524,999
AARP

The Corporation
for Interest Rate
Managment (CIRM]

Tom Dutton and
Liz Michaels*

Philippe Lunardelli*
Radix Trading, LLC
REI

Stonyfield Organics
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$5,000-59,999
John and Jackie

Bucksbaum*
Christopher B. Burke
Engineering

CTA

Jerry Enenstein
Fjallraven

Freeman Kevenides
Law Firm

Fuzzy Math

Bob and Nancy Hoel*
Ben Ihnchak*

Jeff and Erin Judge*
Keating Law Offices
Mark Kurkowski*
Revolution Brewing
Jim Rogers*
Specialized

Wheel & Sprocket

$2,500-$4,999
Civiltech
Engineering, Inc.

Corey and Edda
Coscioni*

Lee Crandell and
David Spielfogel*
Joseph Donegan*
Epstein

Evanston Bicycle
Club

Paris Flores*

Melody Geraci and
Sharon Sheridan*

Good Heart Work
Smart Foundation

Julie Hubbard*
Joel Krauss*

Jim Kreps*

Peter Livaditis and
Valerie Colis*
Michael and April
Ljung*

McKay Insurance
Agency

Metra

Randy Neufeld and
Susan Geil*

PeopleforBikes
Resourcing Edge /
One Digital

Elliot and Anne
Rossen*

Sagin

Salon Edda
Taxman, Pollock,

Murray &
Bekkerman, LLC

Peter and Katherine
Tulloch*

Jay Virchow*

Michael and Sandra
Weiskirch*

William R. Jr. and
Marilyn W. Blew
Foundation

Jennifer Wilson and
Tod Reynolds*

$1,000-52,499
Ross Adams and
Elizabeth Kindig*
Douglas Bacon*

Jack and Alex
Carter*

Chicago Blackhawks
Kate Chronic*
Coeur Mining

Erik Didriksen*

Sharon Feigon and
Steven Bialer*

Fox Valley Bicycle
and Ski Club

Chris and Matthew
Goldrick*

Cait Guerra and
Stephen Dunne*

Luann Hamilton and
Jim Akerman*

Michael and Janet
Hanley*

James Hart*

*indicates members of the Grand Peloton Club

Jane Blew Healy*

David Heinke and
Connie Watkins*

Thomas Kmetko*
Abbie Kmiec*
Eric Krzystofiak*

Kate Melcher and
Daughon Langner *

Thomas and
Rosemarie Mitchell*

Julie Morita and
Bill Trick*

Mulubwa Munkanta
and Welu Aningo*

David Narter*

Dao Ngo*

Tim and Joni Noel*
Sally Olds*

Aaron and Helene
Paris*

Ellen Partridge*
Michael Peck*

David B. Reinisch and
Julie Kiefer*

Peggy Reins and
Chad McCoy*

Roberto Requejo*
Kati Rooney*
Bruce Rosenzweig*

Meredith Rountree
and Rob Owen*

John Salvino*
Maggie Schell*
Nicholas Schrag*
Rubani Shaw*

Tim and Julie Smith*
Barbara Sturges*
Mark Suri*

Emily Tapia-Lopez*
TranSmart

Betty Vandenbosch*
Velo Club Roubaix

Darrell Windle and
Dave Samber*

$500-5999
Lanie Abisdris
Erin Aleman
Robert Armalas

Bicycle Club of Lake
County

Miriam Braganza
Tyler Brown
Aaron Brown
Bob Buckley
Carol Dietz

Fairmont Milennium
Park

Jay Franke
David Gleason
Mark Goetz



Joshua Hannan
Judith Johnston

Donna Jurdy and Michael
Stefanick

Amelia Kegel

Mike Kerr

Ronald King

Susan Levin

Ken Lousberg

Matthew Martin

Bryan Merrill

Robert Michaels
Mission Accounting, Inc.
Tom Mulhern

Eileen Mulry

Mark Murray

Larry and Mary Lynn Mysz
Anthony Nicholson
Bruce Philipson
Katherine Rojahn

Lt. Col. Hamisch Maclness
Rosenzweig

Jackie and Eno Rouse
Sid Ruckriegel

Amy Rynell

Brandon Sanders
Jeff Shelden

Stephen Sohn

Albert Sos

Kevin Stanciel
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Alexander Starace
Michelle Stenzel
David Swedler
Jerome Thrall
Christopher Valadez
Terrence Witt

Dylan Yurgionas

In-Kind

Amy Rynell

Arc’teryx

Basant
Beermiscuous

Boxed Water
Bridgehouse Museum
Brookfield Zoo
Brooklyn Boulders
Camp Wandewega

Chicago Architecture
Foundation

Chicago Botanic Gardens
Chicago Symphony
Orchestra

Chicago White Sox
Chicago Wolves
Christina Ochs

Coffee Studio

CTA

Dark Matter Coffee

Divvy

Edgewater Candles
Embellish Chicago
Erik's Bike Shop
Fifth Third Bank
Gatorade

GreenSigns Digital
Billboard

Joffrey Ballet
Komoda

Koval

Kozy's Cyclery
Morton Arboretum
Mucca Pazza
Music Box

Nick Savin

Open Water
Quaker

Redline VR Bar
REI

Revolution Brewery
Salon Edda
Scratch Goods

Sneakerhead University
Southport Grocery and

Cafe

Steppenwolf Theatre

Steven Gross

Ted Villaire

The Boss Bar

The Field Museum

The Forge

Transit Tees

Village Cycle Center
WGN

Wheel and Sprocket
Working Bikes

XRT

*indicates members of the Grand Peloton Club



